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Syllabus for PhD Entrance Exam  

January -2025 

Department: HISTORY  

PART I – RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Unit 1 –  Introduction to Research Methodology 

The Meaning, Definition, Nature and Need of ‘Research’ –Types of Research- Research in 

Social Sciences and Natural Sciences – Objectivity in Research –Research Philosophy-

Deductive and Inductive Reasoning - Scientific method -Basic Categories in Scientific 

Method – Facts – Concepts – Construct - Theory. 

Unit 2 – Basic Mechanics of Research and Research Ethics 

Formulation of Research Design - Research Problem and Formulation– Role of Review 

of Literature– Formulation of Objectives. Hypothesis; Concept, Definition, Formulation, 

Concepts in testing of Hypothesis. Ethics – meaning and definition- Ethics with respect 

to science and research, intellectual honesty, and research integrity. Scientific 

misconduct – falsification, fabrication, and plagiarism. 

Unit 3 – Sapling and Data Collection 

Sampling -   Various Sampling Methods – Importance of Proper Sampling Design. 

Primary Data Collection - Tools – Observation, Interview, Schedule and Questionnaire – 

Questionnaire-Design, Structure, Types of questions - Reliability and validity of data. 

Secondary Data- Sources of Secondary Data- Collection of Secondary Data. –Qualitative 

Research – Methods –Case Study. 
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PART  II – DOMAIN-SPECIFIC 

 

Unit 1 - Historiography and Historical Methods 

Definitions of History, Periodisation, and Temporal Context, Concepts of Time, 

Historical Consciousness and Historical Thinking, Facts in History Writing: Objectivity, 

Narratives and Perspectives, Causation and Generalization in History, Ideology and/in 

History, Subjectivity and Objectivity Debate, Different Types of sources and their use, 

Basics of Archiving. What is an archive? Politics of archiving., Different Approaches to 

writing history, Themes in history 

 

Unit 2 – History and Theory  

Structuralism- Poststructuralism- Post Modernism and the Critique of Historical 

Objectivity- Critique of Post Modernism. 

                                 

Unit 3 – Modern Indian History 

Different Schools of Modern Indian History: National, Marxist, Subaltern 

(Historiography), Peasants, Labour, Women, and Caste Movements in India, Indian 

National Movement, Economic History of India, Post Independence India: partition, 

implementing the Nehruvian model in Economics, the language debate, caste debate, 

India in Cold War  
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